
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
October 19, 2021 

Present:  
Pastoral Council: Mary Haugen, Debbie McWilliams (Altar Society), Leslie 
Hawkins, Gary Kirkland 
Absent: Mike Brown, Deacon John, Corwin Bryan, Mindy Muglia, Tim Gray 
(Knights of Columbus) 
Staff:  Father Connall, Sister Sharon, Father Ratuiste, Sister Paschalina,  
Peter Guthrie 
Guest:  Peter Moye (Finance Council), Zach Cunningham (Principal at Cataldo) 
 
OPENING PRAYER:   Father Ratuiste 
 
CATALDO CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
 Zach Cunningham has been principal at Cataldo Catholic School for three 
years. He explained the phased in approach the school undertook during Covid. 
Now all the students are back in their classrooms. Evangelization is important as a 
number of students come from public schools, half of them are Catholic and some 
are considering becoming Catholic. Non-Catholic students partake in religious 
study classes. The enrollment this year increased by 40 students. The capacity is 
25 in a class.  Cataldo could handle 400 students. Only two students study on-line. 
On-line study is advised only for a dire reason 
 The School undertook a big roofing project. But a quarter into it, labor 
issues arose so the roof is only half done. Provisions have been made so there 
should be no problem with weather this winter. The school has a new facility 
overseer.  
 Father Ratuiste is chaplain of the school doing classroom visitations and 
staff bible study. Peter Guthrie, the seminarian assigned to the Cathedral, assists 
him. The school has started praying the Angelus Prayer at noon. 
 A new counselor has been hired as mental health issues, the crises of Covid, 
traumas resulting from learning at home, have become more prevalent and 
important. An emphasis is placed on Catholic values. 
 The Governance question for Cataldo was discussed.  Cataldo has multiple 
parishes and multiple priests involved.  Should there be one priest in charge, or all 
three pastors?  It is hard to find consensus with three. Should the pastors take 
turns being in charge? Taking turns would make predicting what direction should 
be taken each year difficult.  The best choice is to have the pastor of St. Augustine 



parish in charge as that is where the school is located. The other pastors would be 
encouraged to visit the school and participate when needed. Cataldo is a 
challenging school---parents are highly educated, professional people and they 
demand a lot.    
 The school puts out an annual magazine and has outreach services to the 
other parishes.  
 
FINANCE COUNCIL REPORT 
 Peter Moye from the Finance Council passed out the Cathedral Annual 
Report for the Fiscal Year 2020-2021. The year ended with a bit of a deficit – 
compared to the previous year – but we ended the year with a balanced budget.  
 Two new endowments were established. One from Jim Ludwig was 
$700,000 to be used for maintenance and $35,000 of it to be distributed annually 
for the needs of the Church in Third World countries. $400,000 was spent this 
summer on maintenance.  
 A Fund-Raising Campaign for $500,000 will be held in Feb-March of this 
coming year to replace the glass in front of the stained-glass windows ($300,000), 
to replace the broken bell ($25,000) and to complete the Peregrine Shrine 
($60,000).  This coming weekend Peter will make a presentation to the Parish and 
copies of the Annual Report will be available for the parishioners. 
 We will continue to monitor budget, plate collection, and on-line giving. It is 
surprising how well we have done, even during the pandemic. We have had 100 
new parishioners register. Some people have dropped off because they consider 
the Cathedral either too strict with restrictions because of Covid or not strict 
enough.   
 
DIOCESAN SYNOD 
 A survey will come out to help the diocese assess needs and hopes. This will 
consist of 10 questions. The opinions of all participants will be gathered. 
Hopefully the survey will reach and be returned by all segments of the diocese – 
Hispanics, Native Americans, Catholic Charities, etc.  This will help our Bishop to 
know the “pulse of the Church” in our diocese as stated last month, the Deans of 
each deanery in the diocese will be asked to take a lead in this work. Father Lucas  
Tomson is Dean of our deanery. 
 
COUNCIL SEAT OPENINGS 



Laura Kolbe’s term is up and Mike Brown will be contacted by Father Connall to 
determine if he wishes to serve or withdraw. Some possible names to fill these 
openings were suggested:  Sean O’Doherty, Terry Gaffney, Tom Lavagetto, 
Gordon Jewett, Dennis Harrington, Matt Wimer, Matt Van Doren, Josh Conway. 
This item also will be put on the Parish Staff Agenda. 
 
ALTAR SOCIETY 
 The first meeting for Fall was held. Five were in attendance. Group is not 
doing much right now. Because of Covid we are “chilling out.” It is uncomfortable 
to think about doing any big fundraisers.  
 A group from the Cathedral is needed to help at the Retreat House once a 
quarter. An announcement will be put into the bulletin. Perhaps a couple of 
women from the Altar Society would be able to volunteer. 
 
WHAT HAVE YOU 
 Painting in the lower level. 
 Lower level closets will be cleaned. 
 A column once a month will be placed in the bulletin on Safe Environment 
Requirements to remind parishioners of Code of Conduct elements when around 
children and vulnerable adults.  
 Father Connall was thanked for his Monday Memos. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, November 16, 2021 
 
  


